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Fellows walk a labyrinth they created during winter retreat, embracing 
reflection and renewal.

When we walk to school in the mornings, my 
child expresses joy and concern for the crocuses. 
After a long winter, delicate spring buds bring 
relief and delight. What happens, though, if 
the cold returns? Will they freeze or fall? How 
do they know when it is safe to bloom? We talk 
about resilience and hope that warmth lies just 
beyond these last seasonal shifts.

I find that I’m having conversations about 
resilience and hope in the house, as well. This 
year’s fellows came to Chicago during incredibly 
trying times and have proven their commitment 
to their communities over and over again. We 
talk often about the ways that resilience must 
be met with rest, and hope must be a scrappy, 
active verb.

We have also spoken this year about the power 
of creativity in the face of uncertainty. Whether 
by learning from the creative solutions of the 
communities they serve or pursuing creativity 
as an intentional community practice, this 
year’s fellows are always willing to engage 
inventiveness as a tool of social change.

As an Amate community this year, we have 
used art to create signs for protests and 
invited community partners to train us in our 
constitutional rights for activism. 

We have prayed with our words, as well as our 
feet, and made meaning of this uncertain, aching 
world around the dinner table. On retreats, we 
have explored the sacred call to rest in a time 
when resilience is a daily practice. We have walked 
labyrinth paths and city streets, sung joyfully, and 
sat in contemplative silence.

As the seasons change, we discern what comes 
next. Our current fellows are starting to plot out 
their futures, and the application process for next 
year is well underway, with some initial fellows 
placed and more to come.

Additionally, the Amate House staff and board are 
visioning future possibilities for the program. It 
is exciting to see some buds and crocuses poke 
through as possibilities.

I look forward to these last few months of the 
program year, to accompanying our current fellows 
toward the next steps of their journey, and to 
putting love into action in the warmth of the sun.

Hope in Bloom
By Emily LaHood, Program Director

Spring 2026



As the seasons shift and signs of new life begin to emerge, I find myself reflecting on 
the many ways Amate House continues to grow—both in the present moment and in 
the vision we are building for the future.

This spring, we find ourselves in a time of exciting transition. After more than 40 years 
of partnership, Amate House will become an independent nonprofit organization 
as of July 1. While we are deeply grateful for our long-standing relationship with the 
Archdiocese of Chicago, this next chapter allows us to strengthen our mission and 
expand how we serve young adults seeking lives of purpose, faith, and justice. On 
the following page, you’ll find a brief Q&A addressing some of the questions this 
transition may raise for our community.

Alongside this transition, we have been engaged in a thoughtful strategic planning 
process. Together with our board and community, we are discerning how Amate 
House can continue to accompany young adults, not only through a service year, but 
also by creating meaningful pathways for alumni engagement and for those seeking a 
spiritual life but who may not yet have a community or an accessible entry point. We 
are asking: how can Amate House continue to be a place of belonging, formation, and 
growth for years to come?

There is much to celebrate in the present as well. Recruitment for the upcoming 
program year is strong, with eleven fellows already committed and more in 
conversation. We are also expanding our network of service opportunities, welcoming 
two new site partners—Southside Parish Renewal in the Beverly community and Port 
Ministries in Back of the Yards—while happily reestablishing our partnership with 
Cabrini Green Legal Aid, a longtime member of the Amate House community.

Our community’s commitment to this mission was beautifully evident at our inaugural 
Love in Action Reunion and Reception, highlighted in this issue. Designed to be an 
accessible and welcoming gathering, the evening brought together alumni, supporters, 
and friends to celebrate the many ways our community continues to live out love 
through action. We hope this event will become a lasting tradition.

As you read the stories in this newsletter, from reflections on community and 
resilience to moments of shared prayer and action, I hope you are reminded, as I am, 
that Amate House is not simply a program. It is a community rooted in relationships, 
sustained by hope, and continually renewed by the people who say yes to this work.

Thank you for being part of this journey with us.

With gratitude,

Jeannie Balanda 
Executive Director

A Season of Growth & New Beginnings
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A New Chapter for Amate House:
Strengthening Our Future in Service and Faith

This spring marks an exciting moment in the life of Amate House as we step into a new chapter of growth and 
sustainability. Beginning July 1, Amate House will transition from an Archdiocesan ministry to an independent 
nonprofit organization—an administrative shift that strengthens our ability to serve for years to come while 
remaining deeply rooted in our mission.  

What remains unchanged is who we are: a community committed to faith, service, justice, and forming young 
adult leaders in the Catholic tradition. We are grateful for the solid foundation built alongside the Archdiocese of 
Chicago and look forward with hope as we continue to accompany fellows, alumni, and partners in meaningful 
service to the Chicago community. 

What’s next for Amate House?
This transition marks an exciting new chapter—one that allows Amate House to build on its strong legacy 
while positioning itself thoughtfully for the future. As an independent nonprofit, we are taking intentional 
steps to strengthen our programs, expand our impact, and ensure long-term sustainability. We are already 
at work on several new initiatives and projects designed to support our fellows, alumni, and partners in 
deeper and more meaningful ways. In the coming months, we look forward to sharing more about these 
efforts and inviting you to be part of what’s ahead as we continue serving young adults and the Catholic 
community of Chicago for years to come.

What is the Archdiocese of Chicago’s role in 
this transition?

The Archdiocese has been a committed partner in this 
transition and shares our hope to see Amate House 
continue to grow and thrive well into the future, serving 
young adults and the wider Chicago community for 
years to come.

What does this mean for current and future 
fellows, alumni, and partners?

Day-to-day life at Amate House will not change. 
Fellows, alumni, and partners can expect the same 
programs, support, and community that have long 
been at the heart of Amate House.

Is Amate House still connected to the 
Catholic Church?

Yes. Amate House remains deeply rooted in the 
Catholic tradition and continues its commitment 
to serving the Church in Chicago through service, 
community, and faith formation.

Will Amate House’s mission or programs 
change?

No. Amate House will continue to serve the Catholic 
community of Chicago by offering young adults 
opportunities for intentional community, faith 
formation, and meaningful direct service. Our core 
mission, values, and community life remain the same.

What’s changing at Amate House?

Beginning July 1, Amate House will transition from 
being an Archdiocesan ministry to an independent 
nonprofit organization. This is an administrative 
change that allows Amate House to strengthen its 
long-term sustainability while continuing the mission 
and programs that have defined us for decades.

Why is Amate House making this change?

Becoming an independent nonprofit gives Amate 
House greater flexibility and stability as we plan for the 
future. This structure allows us to steward our resources 
responsibly while continuing to respond to the needs of 
young adults and the wider Chicago community.



Amate House marked a new chapter on October 
25, 2025, with the inaugural Love in Action event 
bringing together alumni, partners, and supporters 
to celebrate a shared commitment to service, 
community, and justice. At its heart, Love in Action 
was envisioned not only as a new tradition, but 
as a reunion—an opportunity to gather the many 
communities that have shaped Amate House 
and continue to carry its mission forward.

More than a fundraiser, the evening reflected the 
heart of Amate House’s mission: forming people 
to live with purpose and to put love into action.

Alumnus Joe McGrane offered a reflection on 
the lasting impact of his service year, describing 
Amate House as “not just…a good mission, 
but a training ground for adulthood.” He 
spoke of “an alternative vision for adulthood,” 
one rooted not in individual success, but in 
relationship and responsibility to others.

Quoting Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Joe 
grounded this vision: “My humanity is bound up 
in yours, for we can only be human together.”

A special highlight of the night was the presentation 
of the inaugural Love in Action Award to Sr. Marion 
Cypser, RSM, a founding board member whose 
decades of service have helped shape Amate 
House since its earliest days. The award recognizes 
individuals who have demonstrated an extraordinary 
commitment to Amate House and a lifetime dedicated 
to service, qualities Sr. Marion so clearly embodies.

A Sister of Mercy and lifelong educator, Sr. Marion’s 
compassionate leadership and deep commitment to 
young people and community have left a lasting legacy.

Love in Action set the tone for what’s to come: 
a growing community committed to living 
out love not just in word, but in action.

Love in Action
A Night of Community and Commitment

Sr. Marion accepts the inaugural Love in Action award for her years of 
service to Amate House.

Sr. Marion, seated on left enjoys the Love in Action 
event with her fellow Sisters of Mercy, and Amate 
House founder, John Haggerty.

Alumnus Joe McGrane reflects on his service year and how it prepared him 
for adulthood.
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