Rooted in Service, Growing in Impact

Celebrating 40 Years of Faith and Leadership Formation

Every day, | am reminded that my leap of faith
to join Amate House was not just a professional
opportunity, but an opportunity to truly

embrace the concept of community.”

ASTRID UMANZOR ANDINO \
2024-2025 AMATE HOUSE FELLOW "'




Inspired by Faith,
Strengthened by Community

Take a look at the impact we make at
Amate House, together with steadfast
supporters like you:

220+

service sites across Chicago

935+

alumni who continue to live out the
Amate House tenets

1M+

lives impacted

1.6M+

service hours donated to Chicago
communities, valued at $53M+

For more than 40 years, Amate House has been a
cornerstone of communities across Chicago.

Nearly 1,000 fellows have put their love into action, serving hundreds of
organizations and more than one million people to make our city—and
our world—a kinder and more just place. By their side, every step of
the way, are loyal friends like you.

You help to make the Amate House experience possible for our fellows.
When they decide to pursue a life of service, to take the path less
traveled, your gifts encourage and uplift them. And today, your support
matters more than ever.

Amate House, like many other post-graduate service programs
across the country, has reached a turning point. Economic challenges
and shifting responsibilities for young professionals have impacted
recruitment, and we have adapted by making these difficult but
necessary decisions:

*  Welcome all fellows home to McKinley Park. Saying goodbye to our
Little Village building will allow us to focus on one residence, lower
costs, and give the fellows more chances to connect with
each other.

* Retire Amate Magic and explore innovative fundraising avenues
that align more closely with the interests of our donors. We
sunsetted Amate Magic with a beautiful 40th anniversary
celebration last year, which we will never forget.

Change has always been a constant in Amate House's history. This
moment represents one of many thoughtful evolutions that have
allowed the program to remain impactful and mission-driven for nearly
four decades.

We will continue to explore new partnerships and foster the deep
sense of faith-based community that defines us, just as we've
always done. Ultimately, the next chapter may look different than we
imagined, but our mission will never waver. I'm pleased to share that
we have seven new fellows committed for the upcoming program

year, with the possibility of more. We're also excited to welcome a new
program director this summer and to celebrate together again at a new
community event this fall.

Together, we have built something powerful at Amate House:

a community rooted in love, faith that does justice, and a fierce
commitment to serving others. This mission connects us—and no
matter how the world may evolve, we can always count on your
kindness as a constant.

With gratitude and love,

Jeannie Balanda
Executive Director

P.S. For questions or to learn more about the impact we make together
at Amate House, please contact me at jbalanda@amatehouse.org
or (773) 376-2445.



Current fellow Astrid Um '
Journey during her yearwi

dndino shares her personal
mate House.

The biggest leap of faith | took last year was moving away from Boston

to be part of the Amate House program. | found myself living under the
pressure of what | should do post-grad, while trying to figure out what |
really wanted for myself.

Joining Amate House felt like a risk, but it was a decision driven by the
desire to grow, serve others, and learn in ways that wouldn't have been
possible if | stayed in my comfort zone.

Now, | am doing the work I've always envisioned for myself: assisting
clients with complex immigration processes and helping them navigate
a system that can often feel overwhelming and inaccessible—so they
can build a better future for their family.

Every day, | am reminded that my leap of faith to join Amate
House was not just a professional opportunity, but an opportunity
to truly embrace the concept of community. Through conversations
around the dinner table, | learn and grow from my housemates’
experiences and perspectives.

Building community has also meant confronting the social justice
issues we face, both in our workplaces and in the neighborhood we call
home. As | look ahead, | realize that Amate House has reshaped
my personal and professional path. It has affirmed my passion for
social justice and deepened my commitment to a career where | can
serve others through the law.

| am excited to continue this journey of learning, advocacy, and service
in law school—knowing that each step | take will bring me closer to
creating meaningful change in the lives of those I serve.
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Scan the QR code
to meet all of
our remarkable
2024-2025 fellows!

'




“Ruined for Life”

Read how alumni continue to live out the mission of Amate House,
long after their year of service.

“I am blessed to wake up in the morning and go to

a job in the hospital, where every day is different.
Sometimes good, sometimes bad—but regardless,
the opportunity to serve somebody al/ways exists.
That has stuck with me the most.”

LARRY LILLWITZ, 1992
MERCY HOME FOR GIRLS AND BOYS

“The most impactful thing | learned during

my year at Amate House is the importance of
showing up. You don't have to be a social worker
or a non-profit professional to show up; you just
have to care enough to be there for those
around you.”

ABBY GREANEY, 2015
LAKEVIEW PANTRY

“Of all the tenets, community is still the most
important to me. In large part due to my Amate
House year, | have been more involved in my

parish and committed much of my law practice to
representing low-wage workers—trying to alleviate
their hardships so they can flourish economically
and build their own strong communities.”

CHRIS WILMES, 2001
ST. GREGORY THE GREAT HIGH SCHOOL

“| found deep fulfillment and joy that reshaped
my career path and worldview. Inspired daily by
the resilience of refugees and asylum seekers, |
saw that true healing comes from standing in
compassionate presence. That year reignited
my passion for justice, inspiring me to pursue a
Master of Social Work.”

KEVIN NGUYEN, 2023
MARJORIE KOLVER CENTER

Keep us informed! Moved, married, welcomed a child, or
won an award? Scan the QR code to share milestones or

update your contact info.




Reflections from
Our Founders

Three of our founders reflect on the impact of Amate House's

four-decade legacy and their aspirations for the program’s future.

“Over the past 40 years, Amate House has enabled nearly 1,000 young
adults to answer a call to serve the needs of others and be part of a
community that reflects on the meaning of that call in their own lives. It's
been a privilege to support these leaders alongside countless benefactors
who believe in the mission of Amate House. In this era, when compassion
and empathy are being challenged every day, there is a greater need than
ever to continue to support others willing to embrace the imperative
of love: Amate!”

JOHN HAGGERTY

“Year after year, we consistently hear from fellows that the opportunities
to live together, provide services, and share experiences leave an indelible
mark on their hearts. This year at Amate House, a graced moment,
becomes a North Star that continues to guide alumni along their journey
of compassion, service, and love.”

KEN BRUCKS

“One of the things | am most grateful for is the lives Amate House alumni
have lived after their year of service. One alum suggested that we distribute
a bumper sticker that reads: ‘"AMATE Volunteer—Ruined for life.' That is
exactly it. Amate House ruins the same old, same old. It ruins the notion
that faith is a solitary spectator sport. This work will always matter, no
matter what form it takes in the future, so print up those bumper
stickers! Here's to another 40 years of holy ruination.”

JOHN HORAN

Your gifts to
Amate House
help to shape

our fellows’
year of service
here in Chicago,
as well as the
meaningful work
they go on to do
in communities
across the world.
Visit

tinyurl.com/AmateSpring
or scan the QR code

;Eh

EI [=]

We thank our 2024-

2025 Amate House
Board of Directors
for their gifts of time
and talent!

Christie Klimas, PRESIDENT
Martin Burns, TREASURER
Ellen Romer Niemiec, SECRETARY
Lawrence Flood
John Haggerty
Rev. Mark J. Krylowicz
Rev. Donald Nevins
Jeff Peak
Michael Van Dorpe



Your contribution, no matter the amount, helps to ensure the future of
Amate House and a transformative experience for the remarkable young
leaders who call it home.

EL'E:- -.E To join donors like Katie with a gift, scan the QR

I-.':H ... code, visit , or return the
AN - |.l enclosed donation form.
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You can also support our mission by attending our

LI annual events and helping to spread the word to others,
especially to prospective program participants. At Amate
House, a little bit of love goes a long way. Thank you!

Coming This Fall:
Love in Action Reception

We look forward to reuniting with our Amate House philanthropic
community this fall at our inaugural Love in Action Reception!

Taking place in October 2025, the Love in Action Reception will include
an opportunity to celebrate our program in an intimate setting and will
be free to all guests.

Look forward to more details and registration information to be
shared soon.




